The reader, however, will not infer from these remarks that we undervalue the subject of the prostate, because its natural uses are as yet undefined. The connection of the gland with the urethra and bladder, its consequent intimate relation with them in disease, and its own peculiar enlargement, of frequent occurrence in advanced age, render it, though of itself to a certain extent physiologically uninteresting, one of the most noteworthy subjects in anatomy and surgery, and second to none in importance.
The treatise under notice is the second edition of Mr. Thomp- son's elaborate work on the prostate, the first edition having come out in 1857. Mr. Thompson's essay on the healthy and morbid anatomy of the prostate gland having been awarded the Jacksonian prize in 1861, he has incorporated the matter contained in it with the former edition of his work to produce the present treatise:? " Considerable additions to the original volume have thus been made :?first, to that part which relates to the general and minute anatomy of the prostate; secondly, to the various sections describing the morbid anatomy in every condition in which deviation from health has been observed, for which purpose more numerous data than any before obtained have been made available; thirdly, those portions which are devoted to the subject of Treatment, in its various departments, have been augmented; while much of the old matter has been re-arranged, and some re-written, with a view to render the book more To determine the character of the enlarged prostate a prostatic catheter must be introduced into the bladder, and the condition of the parts ascertained by the forefinger in the rectum in conjunction with it. The younger reader will benefit by Mr. Thompson's excellent description of the operation required, and the points necessary to be noted, as well in using the ordinary method, as that by the sound after the French fashion. fully. Notwithstanding all this, however, the silver catheter is preferable as being more manageable; but the operator should be provided with both in case of emergencies. In introducing the catheter in these cases, the operator will accomplish his purpose by keeping the tip well in apposition with the roof of the urethra, hooking it round the pubic arch, and then gradually depressing the handle in its further progress between the patient's thighs, so as to carry the tip well over a prominence at the neck of the bladder ; if the tip is allowed to pass along the floor of the urethra, it becomes entangled in the prostatic swelling at the neck of the bladder. Occasionally it is found necessary to incline the tip on its arrival at the obstruction either to the right or left, so that it may pass into the bladder, not over the emi-It frequently happens that a very large quantity of urine is found in the bladder in these cases, and serious consequences, even sudden death, have followed the abrupt evacuation of the whole. In the first instance, then, it is advisable to draw off not more than 30 or perhaps 40 ounces, and in half an hour or so another portion, so that the bladder may gradually adapt itself to the new conditions. Subsequently the catheter must be used once, twice, or oftener in the day, as circumstances may require. It is not desirable, as a rule, to retain the instrument in the bladder, but it is advisable to do so when considerable difficulty has occurred in introducing it, and its application may be required again in a short time. If it be decided to retain it, care must be taken that the tip merely reaches, and does not project into the bladder.
Although {)resent a very considerable prostate raising the bladder above the evel of the pubic bones, we conceive that the best and most efficacious method, not only to remove a calculus, but also to relieve retention of urine when puncture of the bladder becomes necessary, will be found in the supra-pubic operations.
We have now come to the end of our subject. In treating it we have followed pretty closely Mr. Thompson 
